This book represents a useful contribution to the literature, bringing together in one volume a lot of material which is fragmented in other places. The book is divided into eight chapters and, in general, the balance of material between the chapters is excellent. The section of day-to-day management of the on-call services is rather lengthy, no doubt reflecting the general frustration that Heads of Department feel in handling this particular situation.
The publisher claims that the book will show how the current trends of development of hospital pathology laboratories is under review worldwide, and whilst this claim is not met it does provide an excellent discussion of the changing times in the United Kingdom for the provision of pathology services.
With an increasing interest in laboratory accreditation this book is to be recommended both to senior members of the profession who are acting as inspectors and also to those laboratories that are looking to being inspected. The four chapters of particular value in this respect are the chapters on Day-to-day Management, Performance Review, Health, Safety and Security, and Managing Human Resource.
The chapter by Janet McMurray on the Preparation of an Operational Requirement and Performance Specification of Laboratory Equipment is a very thorough and systematic presentation which would be valuable to all laboratory staff.
The author has given 68 quotations in the space of 123 pages, this reaching a maximum in the section called 'Ambience' where there are seven quotes within the space of two pages! The only irritation caused by this is the lack of specific sources for some of the quotes.
Dr Hales is to be commended for producing an excellent book and putting over a very positive attitude to relationships between the laboratory and its customers, and bringing throughout the whole of the book a nice sense of humour, best illustrated on page 86 when discussing the White Paper 'Working for Patients' with the quotation of W S Gilbert from the Gondoliers 'but the privilege and the pleasure that we treasure beyond measure is to run little errands for the Minister of State'.
The price of this book will severely limit its sales and one would welcome its being made available at a more realistic price in a paperback version. D BURNETT only to provide extensive information on an extremely wide range of pesticides (including the 258 known to have been studied in humans), but also to put pesticides within a general framework of toxicology. The result is authoritative, readable, and well-presented. The first volume (General Principles) is the most generally useful, with sections on dosage, metabolism, mechanisms of injury by pesticides, human studies, diagnosis and treatment of poisoning, prevention of injury, and pesticide effects. The second and third volumes deal with pesticide classes in considerable detail: inorganic and organometal pesticides; pesticides derived from plants; solvents and fumigants; chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticides; organic phosphorous pesticides; carbamate insecticides; nitro compounds; synthetic organic rodenticides; herbicides; and fungicides. Considerable effort has been made to avoid duplication between the selections. Although the book has a predominantly American flavour (for example, the section on regulations regarding pesticides) international experience is generally quoted when appropriate.
Handbook of Pesticide Toxicology (3 vols
All scientists with a general interest in pesticides will find the first volume interesting reading. Volumes 2 and 3 are of more value for reference,
